Name__________________________________		Primary Source Analysis: Grading Rubric		Kotick, HIST 3005
		
	A (Excellent)
	B (Above Average)
	C (Adequate)
	D (Minimal Effort)
	F (Failing Attempt)

	Historical Analysis
	In-depth, sophisticated analysis and interpretation of source that demonstrates nuanced understanding of intent, pov, and authorship
	
Thoughtful and accurate analysis of text
	Generally follows assignment directions; attempts rigorous analysis without coherent structure of thought
	Demonstrates minimal care and understanding of source; follows assignment directions only sporadically
	Offers little to no substantive analysis of source; demonstrates no care or good-faith effort towards completion of assignment guidelines

	

Contextualization
	Thorough knowledge of historical context; relates source to period it was written; examines authorship, environmental, political, social, economic, cultural conditions of time in meaningful capacity
	Applies learned or previous general knowledge of period to understand source, but does not interrogate basic understanding or assumptions
	Attempts to situate analysis within appropriate historical context; historical inaccuracies or broad generalizations pertaining to factual information
	

Uses only preconceived or generalized impressions of period to frame discussion
	

Does not address historical context or knowingly uses misinformation

	
Significance
	Understands the big-picture meaning of the source and its importance to historical study; demonstrates comprehension of historical continuities and ruptures
	
Interrogates significance of source but relies on truisms, received knowledge, or overstates evidence
	Integrates discussion of source's meaning but overstates significance outlandishly; dismissive of source based on contemporary biases
	
Broad and sweeping generalizations about the source and its broader meaning
	
Demonstrates little understanding of the source's meaning and broader impact
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Organization
	


Cogent structure of ideas and logical sequence; easily discernible central thesis and supporting ideas; organic and flowing introduction and conclusion
	


Uniform organization of ideas with supporting paragraphs; straightforward introduction and conclusion that does not simply restate thesis
	
Clear, discernible organization of ideas; may be formulaic or rigid in transitions between ideas or rely on mechanical phrasings but straightforward and logical structure of argument; introduction and conclusion formulaic
	
Minimal effort towards conventions of essay writing; tendentious structure that does not clarify relationship between ideas; may or may not include a thesis statement that demonstrates little argumentative or analytical rigor; introduction and conclusion exist only as afterthoughts
	


Utter lack of organizational clarity; unfinished sentences; no discernible sequential logic to essay; no attempt to formulate thesis statement or introduction and conclusion

	


Style and Clarity
	

Clear, polished writing free of jargon or cluttered, verbose wording; easy to follow sequence of ideas; adheres faithfully to style guidelines in assignment directions; little to no distracting grammatical errors
	Strong and active voice; few grammatical or formal mistakes; generally free of reliance on jargon or complex, confusing syntax; easily and readily understood; few, if any, minor mistakes; applies style guidelines in good faith
	Legible but unrefined prose; overreliance on mechanical, formulaic, phrasings and clichés; generally comprehensible prose; may suffer from distracting or confusing grammatical, syntactic, or spelling errors; attempts to follow style guidelines but may stray
	
Rough, unpolished and confusing or broken prose; willing disregard of style guidelines and assignment directions; overreliance on confusing or illegible turns of phrase or diction
	Unintelligible, unclear and confusing prose; total disregard of style guidelines; abundance of grammatical errors; demonstrable failure to proofread draft; total lack of references to source and overreliance on external information and source materials; evidence of plagiarism

	
Comments and Overall Assignment Grade:


	




